Thomas Ankersmit - The Motherships
(Music for the Original Serge Synthesizers)

For two decades, composer and sound artist Thomas Ankersmit (PAN, Touch, Shelter
Press) has dedicated his practice to the Serge Modular synthesizer, channeling
inspirations from musique concreéte, electroacoustic improvisation and psychoacoustic
sound art through a single, analog instrument.

Originally developed 50 years ago by Serge Tcherepnin, the Serge Modular remains one of
the most versatile and revered electronic instruments of the pre-digital era. Today, it's
enjoying a resurgence among a new generation of artists and listeners.

With this new project, Ankersmit returns to the instrument’s origins: creating music for the
large, original Serge systems - the “motherships” - that survive in historic studios
worldwide. Throughout 2025 he’s been recording at Harvard University, Columbia
University, CalArts (Los Angeles), EMS (Stockholm), GRM (Paris) and Willem Twee



Studios (Den Bosch), with future residencies planned from Helsinki to Melbourne. The
resulting material will culminate in a series of concerts and an upcoming album.

Each of these rare Serge systems is unique - designed for different composers, each with its
own character and philosophy. Ankersmit conceives the project as a series of sonic
portraits, capturing the spirit of each instrument and bringing them all together for the
first time.

The concerts will be purely analog, combining live improvisation on Ankersmit’s own
Serge system with recorded material from these historic instruments. Here’s an example of
an improvised concert on the Serge at La Muse en Circuit (built for Luc Ferrari and used
by Eliane Radigue) which functioned as a pilot for this larger project.

The project is available for performance in 2026-2027, and can also be accompanied by
artist talks or workshops on analog synthesis, sound composition, and the Serge legacy.
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Thomas Ankersmit is a musician and composer based in Berlin. His music combines intricate sonic
detail and raw electric textures with a very physical and spatial experience of sound. Acoustic
phenomena such as infrasound and otoacoustic emissions (sounds generated within the listener’s
own ears) play an important role in his work, as does a deliberate and creative misuse of the
equipment.

Ankersmit’s music is released on Shelter Press, Touch and PAN, and he’s collaborated closely with
Phill Niblock, Kevin Drumm and Valerio Tricoli. His performances have been presented at Reina
Sofia, Museu Serralves, Hamburger Bahnhof, KW Institute for Contemporary Art, Stedelijk Museum,
and festivals across Europe, Asia and the Americas.

A new solo album, The Dip, is out now on Students of Decay.

Acutely visceral, brilliantly dynamic electroacoustic music ... Play this loud and it starts to feel like a
crack opening in reality. - The Quietus

Some of the most challenging, absorbing, and masterfully executed sound art that I have ever heard. -
Brainwashed

Gorgeous and visceral ... Supernovas of sound. - The Wire

Spectacular, among the very best things I've ever heard done on a Serge synth. - Serge Tcherepnin,
inventor of the Serge Modular


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IHnd7Y4ZZQ8
https://thomasankersmit.bandcamp.com/album/the-dip

